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Feature: Important Local Dances 2

In the previous issue, we introduced
Shiraishi Odori and Omiya Odori from
Okayama Prefecture, two of the Furyu
Odori dances registered as Intangible
Cultural Heritage by UNESCO. In this
issue, we introduce an Okayama City
Dance and Lion Dance, both of which are
well known in the community.

Hassaku Dance

— On a hot summer night, the whole
community dances together —

This dance is held every year on the day of Hassaku (August 1)
in the Nishizaka district of Tsushima, Kita-ku, Okayama City, to
pray for a good harvest. It was designated as an important
intangible cultural asset by Okayama City about 50 years ago.
During the Edo period (1603-1867), all Bon Odori dances held
in various regions were banned due to stricter rules. However, in
the Okayama domain, Saotome (young women who plant rice)
from Tsushima were invited to the annual rice planting event in
Korakuen Garden, and after planting the rice, they performed the
"Hassaku Odori" dance to wish for a good harvest. The feudal
lord was so impressed by this that he did not ban the Hassaku
Odori but allowed it to be danced as a fertility dance, and it has
been handed down to the present day.

There are two types of dances: “four-beat” and “eight-beat”.
When the singer says, “Dontoko Kakegoe Tanomuzo!™ the
dancers responds, “Yoi, yoi, yoi, ya na” and the dance changes
form to a slow and graceful dance.

Two drummers beat Japanese drums to the beat. It feels great
when the drummers and singers are able to dance in perfect
harmony. After completing the eight times in 15 minutes, my
yukata was drenched in sweat, but | felt great.

Although the Hassaku Odori dance was cancelled due to the
Covid pandemic, it was revived last year for the first time in four
years. As a dance not only for Tsushima Nishizaka but also for
the entire Tsushima school district, many people, including
foreigners, gathered to enjoy it. Next summer, why don't you join
the dancing circle in Tsushima district on the day of Hassaku
(August 1)?
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Kagura and Shishimai (lion dance)

— It's hot, but the lions are coming —

Kagura is a song and dance dedicated to the gods during
shrine festivals. “Shishi” means lion. “Shishigashira” is a
headdress in the shape of a lion. “Shishimai” is a dance
performed while wearing the lion's head. Shishimai are
usually performed during the New Year's holiday, but in
the Okayama and Bizen areas, they are performed not
only during the New Year's holiday, but also between
August and September.

Over 450 years ago, Ise Dai-kagura, which is descended
from Kagura, was born in Ise Province (around present-
day Mie Prefecture, where there is a magnificent shrine
called Ise Jingu).

Ise Dai-kagura includes the lion dance and is performed
around Japan while distributing Ise Shrine's sacred
offerings. Currently designated as a nationally important
intangible folk cultural asset, the lion dances are
performed as they travel throughout the year.

Dai-kagura is performed by a group of four people, one
who plays the musical accompaniment (using flutes and
drums) and one who dances the lion dance. The lion
dance around the houses is meant to drive away evil
spirits (to drive away things that are not good for the
house), to wish for prevention of illness and a good
harvest, and to celebrate. For this purpose, lion dances
are danced and talisman to protect the houses are
distributed. Although it is not so much a festival, local
people look forward to the Kagura and Shishimai dances
in August and September.

First, a lion dance is performed in front of and inside the
house to exorcise evil spirits. Next, the lion bites the head
of a householder. It is believed that the lion's bite eats
away the bad spirits attached to the person.

About 50 years ago, it was a community event with
acrobatics and manzai as well as lion dance. Gradually, it
became smaller and simpler, and now it is just a house-
to-house performance. Even so, the fact that Kagura
comes around once a year and performs the lion dance
has become an indispensable event for the community.

Around Okayama: Art Museums on the Ibara Line

| visited two museums along the Ibara Line, the Hanatori-

& Otsuka Museum of Art and the Hirakushi Denchu Art

Museum. The Ibara Line runs from Soja Station to
Kannabe Station in Fukuyama City, so from Okayama
Station take the Hakubi Line and change trains at JR
Kiyone Station in Soja City. The Ibara Line uses a cute
little train that looks like a slightly larger version of the
streetcars in Okayama City.

HanatoriOtsuka Museum of Art

When you get off the train at lhara Line's Lullaby Village
Takaya Station, the Hanatori Otsuka Museum of Art is

right in front of you.
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- This museum is relatively new, having opened on June

10, 1994. The collection contains approximately 700
works, mostly by Kaneshima Keika, a Japanese-style
painter from Fukuyama City. The museum consists of the
first exhibition room, the second exhibition room, the
Hanatori exhibition room, and a Japanese garden, where
themed exhibitions, tea ceremonies, lectures, and other
events can be held. Kaneshima Keika was born in 1892
in Kannabe-cho, Fukuyama City. He left behind wonderful
works based on his thorough sketches. Some of his works
include "Peony" which won the special prize at the 2nd
Imperial Academy art exhibition. He painted many
pictures of birds, but "Flying to the Moon," which depicts
a bird crossing a full moon, left a lasting impression. Also,

. Japanese painter Hashimoto Kansetsu’s "Kinkou Kirizu"
was full of dynamism.

_ * The number of works displayed from the Hanatori-

| Otsuka Museum of Art collection vary each month

Hirakushi Denchu Art Museum

Next stop is the Hirakushi Denchu Art Museum. Take the
Ibara Line again and go back to Ibara Station. It takes
about 15 minutes on foot from the station. If you take the
Ibara Aiai Bus, you can get off at the Hirakushi Denchu Art
Museum stop.

This museum has just reopened on April 18, 2023. In
addition to exhibiting the wonderful works of Denchu
Hirakushi, who was introduced in the “People Series”,
from his 107 year life, the museum also displays works by
artists closely related to Denchu. Also on display are

f ¢ photographs of Denchu creating his works, along with his

famous words, "If not now, when? If not me, who?”
Among Denchu’s many works, "Kagami-jishi” (Mirror Lion)
is particularly famous, and since it is in the collection of
the National Museum of Modern Art, Tokyo, a prototype is
on display here. | felt a little frustrated as this is his
hometown, but | guess that is how great an artist he is,
representing Japan. Recently, it was announced that in
February 2024, it will return to his hometown for the first
time in 20 years and will be exhibited here for five years.
| am looking forward to seeing it.

Among the many figures are real people, heroes of stories
(such as Taketori no Okina), Kannon, Hotei, and others.
The statue of Taketori no Okina shows him delighted to
find Kaguya-hime shining in the bamboo, brings a smile
to the visitor's face. One of the most memorable works is
"Bokujin," which depicts a herder moving a flock of sheep.
It shows a herdsman sitting down to rest as he continues
his journe. A lamb is sleeping in his lap, and the herder is
peacefully looking up at the sky. Is the blue sky reflected
in his eyes?
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Visitors can also admire works such as "Infant with
Papier-maché Dog" and "Ane-musume”. In the famous
words of Tanaka, "Ageless, at sixty or seventy, one
scatters blossoms like a child. The prime of life from a
hundred, from a hundred, | too, from now on, from now
on." | think | was able to feel this energy through the works
of Hirakushi Denchu.

Take a ride on the cute Ibara Line train and visit two
museums in Ibara City to experience Japanese art.
Admission to both museums is 500 yen (except for special
exhibitions).

People Series: Hirakushi Denchu’s 107 Year Life

Hirakushi Denchu, one of Japan's leading sculptors, was
born as Tanaka Takutaro in 1872 in itsugi-gun,
Nishiebara-son, Okayama Prefecture (now Ibara City,
Nishiebara-cho). At the age of 10, he was adopted from
the Tanaka family to the Hirakushi family in Fukuyama
City, Hiroshima Prefecture. However, his family became
poor, and he went to Osaka to work when he was 15 years
old.

In Osaka, while working and visiting museums and
exhibitions, he began studying sculpture with a puppet
maker at the age of 21. Later, he went to Tokyo to study
under the famous sculptor Takamura Koun. From that
time on, he became known as Hirakushi Denchu. He met
Okakura Tenshin, who founded the Japan Art Institute,
and Denchu also became known as a sculptor around the
age of 35.

Denchu had three children. He made a sculpture of his
eldest son as "Infant with Papier-maché Dog" and his
eldest daughter as "Ane Musume”. However, his works
did not sell well, and Denchu's life became poor. Around
that time, his three children became seriously ill with
pulmonary tuberculosis. Denchu not only nursed them but
also carved a statue "Dainichi Nyorai Kogo Buddha" and
dedicated it to Zenryuji Temple in Fukuyama City in the
hope that they would recover. However, his eldest
daughter and son died in succession. Before his eldest
son passed away, he said to him, "Father, you don't have
to be good at your work, but please live long enough to
make as many works as you can. Denchu was around 53
years old at this time.

Denchu broke free from tradition and tried his hand at
coloring (applying color) to sculpture. This led to his
masterpiece "Kagamijishi (Mirror Lion)," which he
completed in 1958 after working on it for 22 years. This
2.5 meter-long work was modelled after the Kabuki actor
Onoe Kikugoro. For this piece, he spent 25 days at the
Kabuki-za Theater, working on a series of prototypes
before finishing the piece. This actual piece can be seen
in the lobby of the National Theatre in Tokyo. In February
2024, it will return to Ibara City for the first time in 20 years.
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Even while creating this piece, he became a professor at
the Tokyo National University of Fine Arts and Music and
was honored as a Person of Cultural Merit. In 1962, he
was awarded the Order of Cultural Merit in recognition of
his activities in the field of sculpture.

Even at the age of 100, Denchu had more than 30 years’
worth of wood. He was a great sculptor who continued to
work until his death at the age of 107. You can see many
of his works at the Ibara Hirakushi Denchu Art Museum,
which is introduced in the "Around Okayama" section.

Simple Cooking:Bangla Style Beef-Potato Curry
There is a Bangladeshi staff in Akura's volunteer group.
So we decided this time to introduce curry that is usually
often eaten in Bangladeshi households. Ingredients and
spices are available at supermarkets. Why don't you give
it a try and taste the authentic Bangla curry?
Bangla Style Beef-Potato Curry

Ingredients to arrange before cooking (for 3 — 5 Persons)
5009 beef. Cut it into pieces of 2X2 centimeters.
— 1 tablespoon chili powder

1 tablespoon turmeric powder

1 tablespoon cumin powder

1 tablespoon coriander powder

1 tablespoon ginger paste

1 tablespoon garlic paste
— 1 tablespoon Garam Masala

1 tomato, chop it into small pieces
Salt to taste
3 bay leaves

{ 1 6 centimeter long cinnamon stick

B 6 green cardamoms

L 5 cloves
Vegetable Oil
3 medium potatoes, cut each one into 6 pieces
2 medium onions, slice them into thin slices.

Now let’s cook. (Cooking method)

1. Wash the beef and tomatoes.

2. Now mix all the ingredients in Group-A together, add

salt and marinate for 30 minutes.

3. Take a cooking bowl, add oil in a medium high heat.
When the oil warms up, put onions and let it cook for 3
minutes. Add the bay leaves, cinnamon stick, cloves and
cardamoms of ingredients in Group-B. Heat it for 2
minutes while stirring.
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iij 72k v}\%jjuz ég TFYRTE— H—Rwy a7 4. Add the chopped tomato, put additional 1/2 teaspoon

7\/%?@%%?(%1; 1/2 %’fﬁ]ziﬁ‘ of chili powder, turmeric, coriander and cumin.
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5 *qﬁﬂ%{mﬁ/\bﬁfﬁilﬁ%ﬂﬂz i,ﬁ%jbﬁyf JJDxiT 5. Mix spmes together and add the beef. Add s_a_lt to ta_ste_.
6. Add little amount of water and continue mixing. Mix it

6.7J<’<E/)LJJD7L {mt“f;b ESR f‘aqﬁﬂ?ﬁ fFWcEJK/mé %LLD . . :
really well for about 20-30 minutes so that the spices mix
f’j20 30 Fﬁ/mﬁi& T %’S’f‘%bqukfﬁiﬁ well with the beef. Then put a lid and simmer on medium
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ﬁFl’ﬂz’) E7k/\75>u'ﬂiﬁ‘ heat. The beef releases water.
7.«S>7‘J£FF%L T LJIST /EE 75\ %ﬁ?éi“({mﬁi@‘ ZAMT 7. Lift lid and keep stirring until the oil separates at the top.
EYN E%ﬁ%fft’ﬂlﬁbuz\ J:<¥m1iT/S>7”:7§:71: :);Lifh) Once it has, add about a cup of hot water, mix well and
898K THRIISIA 9, #0A LI 23 e</an1E8 | 1A putthe lid back on.
%75><7‘£V)i?“ 8. Simmer on a low heat for about 1 hour. The longer you
9_/,\¢7§;4’{—2&j][|z_ ggk(gro 20~ 30%%%1@# 45 simmer, the more tender the beef gets.
%ELTL %Zyéﬂﬂéﬁﬁw)fff 9. Now add the potatoes and cook for another 20-30

minutes on low heat. It's ready once the oil separates a
bit and comes to the top.
End of cooking
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(#1720 J%O%]%‘%ﬁgb‘fb\é%@ “Oh! Where’s it gone." What do you do in a panic when
B T g/\ ! ! you realize that something you always carry, or use is
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lost and found items (called "lost and found"), so go there
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° after three months, even if they are kept in storage. It is
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If you don’t know where or when you lost it

WL~ o 7
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T%m LE jué o fciOwa\ij— %j—é AT k75‘3§€§f‘ﬁ‘ as soon as possible. The purpose of this report is to allow
B ° the police to contact the person who reported the lost item
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Té’féf; i L s %ﬁ\@g_g Ftﬁgﬁjj %%LELELJ:BO There are two ways to report a lost item: by going to the
WLors JhEs e police station and submitting the report in person, or by
L%E i{%‘fl—’bt%@% ﬂt%@ﬁ E Tgﬂtﬁj{ i}’ﬂzﬁ’ﬁ & using the online form. In lost item report, describe the
NP IN fg‘f%%’)i9 \_Tét&)@%@ff characteristics of the lost item in as much detail as

Qéoag(f Guoso Tl possible. Once you submit the report, the police will
L%E BRI TTTT%‘ *ﬁﬁtﬂﬁ‘éﬁ{ik A 714 search for the lost item among the items in their system.
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J%émm\afwmu\z:)defr@wﬁﬂebif ﬁo e
AL

g EZL T E T, 72720, Lﬁ%%@”ﬁﬁ%”@@ﬁ}ﬁfﬁ 13 7

e nwLoky

72DT, TEDIE j'$<L9§E75ijT J:rﬁdt%fﬁ“
PEBICLTh, L (B ZHi AoV b, TEBHE

R FnEo

o < BB o T A ) A L £ L x5,




RI, Fs LKLk #E%é'-a e akrL
A 3 B ENRN LI ST BEDIT, R RTRES
et ~fhic TR B RS ;ﬁf&%bgs a
L9, , J

7%9:1171@\ _\z”bt@ut?b&)#ﬁ%%m :
o T, Z2IC RV LV e T
A,

BE 9L 1) 7= D WoAs A Liz H 0
R, NDR - 5’1~<D E KL B IUITEH LD RV DR
i (11 FRAE 7 12 8 %

72L1/x]\/\°—7F‘/r“/0>
DIELHNIZTH

ir%ﬂﬁl&bf
ﬁ 2 jcm % ﬁi%ﬁf‘é%
F— /=721 T 1995
%&:ﬁ 7°/Lib7io

VEVE

ZHETI §< DAN&IZ
7=
WLENLTOET,

3%

A$®%®%®
/r‘/@bk%ﬁjjﬂibfl’_o

’Pi{fb 0)135
L& % % > T l/\ < &
05 Hyilwlrd z

rU‘%fE% 75‘ /J\WV\EE

[0X5}
f“ﬁiD ’E"ﬁ@l/‘b\ﬁ#

@E)ﬁ}bb \%/u\fﬁf%ib
7

ZATRN

N IC A0 2272 50

FaEiat

, %séfkﬂﬂ@qﬂ@d\
FA BR300 £, F{‘/ELEE%@IE%@J%D 2,
Sy A L7 VAR AR LR 0 T i o A 2 43 sk T
ET, DAY= LARTY S XFam TR BB f‘fﬁrj‘i

£32)

@F%Jﬁf\“(k YET, J&E‘é‘if@;ﬁ}%/\/%’t “j‘@f’% ibb \’711 AV

R z

OTJ£<<E
A

ﬁﬁk%%%@iﬁ“o F%VEE’%ZEZQ%:%T‘/H~% ﬁ DALY S
BRE VR A D 20 A :;s%)
VAR IﬁIJJT“I\‘%/@ﬁjCﬂ:%to/SiD%?ﬁT%é& b\iuio

S E WA

72 B FAC AR Tél HEDOF2—)y7 bl b)f“ﬁ)ofb\i
B 172

T+, B 7‘{‘747%7&<“( 4’/15777Af%¢:.én@\5
ﬁ;l% S TR k#fé“fi@bﬁ’]f‘@“ 5H =AML, AT
l%l\,\E HOEDY, I AEARY | SES EA LI KI5
EHLEETONET ,

BB D=y Tz A H R, S — b W SR
R bHhET, M%S\%ﬂ&)é@i %iiﬁ%%mr%a SL
4%%@%%@“ fﬁfi<ﬁéﬂ7f@u}p+’f < e, ShE o

lmm\H%ﬁ%aﬂMw:aﬁxfgff%fm Fruib

DI % B E S TTOET,

In either case, once you realize that you have lost
something, file a lost item report with the police as soon
as possible. Also, if you have lost your cash card, credit
card, or cell phone, contact your card issuer or cell phone
company to prevent misuse.

There’s nothing that makes me happier than having
something that | lost returned to me.

Okayama Perspectives: A Taste of Germany

Okayama Forest Park (German Forest), located in Akaiwa
City, Okayama Prefecture, opened in 1995 as an

| agricultural park and a theme park where you can

experience food and culture. It has been enjoyed by many
people so far.

| visited the park earlier this spring. As | walked up the
mountain road, a large parking lot spread out on a small
hill, and | could imagine how busy it would be in good
season. Entering the park and walking along a path

i through the gently rolling flower fields, | found myself in a

German-style town. Around the German-style stone-
paved square, a German medieval town has been created
using old medieval wood imported from Germany.
Wineries, restaurants, barbecue houses, and souvenir
stores line the streets. The smell of freshly stone-baked
bread and pizza whets the appetite. Sometimes they even
put on a show dressed in German folk costumes. | thought
I could experience lots of different German culture in
Okayama.

The rolling hills are covered with fields of red, white, and
yellow tulips. The blue nemophila flowers are also lovely,
and it is impressive to see the scenery here posted on
Instagram. A variety of flowers delight visitors, including a
rose garden from around May, sunflowers in midsummer,
and cosmos in autumn.

The playground area includes modified bicycles, go-karts,
and swan boats that float on the pond. The most popular
attraction is the steam locomotive that runs between each
area. The locomotives are square, rather than the
rounded design seen today, which gives the locomotives
a foreign atmosphere and a strong sense of the olden
days. It is a great attraction for children's curiosity.

In the animal petting area, there are animals such as
alpacas, kangaroos, capybaras, horses, miniature pigs,
and rabbits. Feeding and riding horses are popular among
children. Many families visit the park.
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What | would like to highlight in this park in particular is
the winery. As introduced in Akura No. 135, Okayama
Prefecture has all the conditions for grape cultivation,
including climate, topography, and soil, and Akaiwa City
has a long history of grape cultivation. In the Koresato
area, winemaking began in earnest about 40 years ago.

The Koresato Winery relocated its winery to the Okayama

Forest Park, which opened more than 20 years ago. In an

effort to learn winemaking techniques from Germany,

: Koresato Winery has deepened exchanges with a village

& in midwestern Germany, which boasts a 1,000-year

history of winemaking. We tasted a wine made from 100%
Campbell Early grapes which was fruity and refreshing.
There is a new plan to grow grapes in the park next year,
and to start a wine making service for visitors to
experience making their own wine. | would like to visit

again next year and make my own bottle.

Okayama Forest Park is a park unique to Okayama with
a large parking lot, abundant nature, and proximity to
grape growing areas, where both adults and children can
enjoy getting to know German culture.

Akura Volunteers

Harumi Kishimoto, Keiko Katayama, Hideshi Mori,
Toshiko Shimoyama, Ha Kyou, Akie Sakata,

Zaheed Mahmood

Published 4 times in a year in English, Chinese, Korean,

Spanish, Portuguese and Vietnamese.

Facebook Page

The Okayama City International Friendship Association
has set up an official Facebook page where you can find
news and event information in multiple languages. Please
use the 2D barcode to take a look.
https://www.facebook.com/Kokusaika.OkayamaCity/

Contact Details

International Exchange Lounge (YUkoé Koérya Salon)
in Nishigawa Ai Plaza 4F:

10-16 Saiwai-cho, Kita-ku, Okayama City, 700-0903.
Tel. 086-234-5882

International Affairs Division, Okayama City Hall:
1-1-1 Daiku, Kita-ku, Okayama City, 700-8544

Tel. 086-803-1112
https://www.city.okayama.jp/0000012949.html




