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Saidaiji Kannonin Temple

According to the Kinryousan Kohon Engi, the foundation of the temple s said to
be the enshrinement of the principal image of the thousand-armed Kannon in
751 by Fujiwarano Minataruhime.

It is said that in 777 Anryu Shonin dedicated a rhinoceros hom, which he
received from the god of dragon, under the cathedral when the construction
took place. Tradition says that he named the temple Saidaili (in Japanese, it
means “the temple which was given the rhinoceros'), and it became the origin
of the temple's name nowadays, and also the name of the relevant ploce.
Constructions such as the Three-story Pagoda completed in 1678 and the Main
’ ] , . Hall buit in the end of the Edo era structure the cathedral n the temple arounds.
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Saidaiji Eyo
’ “The Saidai £/0, alcs the Noked Man's Festival, s a festival with a bizarre ritua, Pessed down from the Muromachi era (13381573},
- » . . in this festival, about ten thousand men in sumo wirestlers' loincloth gather around the Main Hall, wishing to be blessed. They
scramble for the two wooden amulets called Shingi, which is dropped from the window of happiness named Gofukumado.
‘. PASC O [ | P c -l - The festival takes place on the night of the third Saturday in February, arranged with the completion of the vow of Shushoe.
- A ¢ — = Shushoe is a Buddhist rite held on New Year's Day which prays for bumper rops over a span of two weeks.
In March 2016, the festival was designed as a national important intangible folk cultural property. Under the circumstances that
many of other Eyos abolish, Saidaii Eyo was valued for its well-maintained propagation and large scale, being a representative:
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Chitosebashi Bridge
Itis estimated that the bridge was named
with & wish of etemal prosperity (Chitose)
of this place. Bt in 1917, it stll holds a
strong and beautiful appearance.
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Bridges built over Nishigawa River
Nishigawa River is not a natural river, but it was built for
irrigation. Tt takes water from Kamogoshizeki Weir of
Yoshiigawa River and flows into Kojimawan Bay.

Generally called as Nishigawa (in Japanese, the river of the
west), compared with the eastern big river (Yoshiigawa River),
the river holds many bridges named after various origins such
as their place, constructed era and tradition,

You can feel the history of the city which has been familiar with
the river by appreciating the bridges and walking around
Nishigawa River and surrounding areas.

ELICSTBBNTLY
RIS TOF 2
VWEUI,
BIATWET,

Arakuwabashi Bridge Sakaibashi Bridge

Inthe Arakuwagu Shrine near the bridge, It is placed on the boundary of two old
an Eyo (a special festival) by young boys  towns, Kitano-cho and Nakafuku-cho.
took place up to the start of the Showa  Along Gofukudori, a street passing
period. through the two towns, there are many
old-fashioned billooard architectures.
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Saidaiji Bouseki (spinning industry) was found by Saidaiji village and nearby
personage in 1896. It was incorporated into Kanebuchi Bouseki in 1911, and started
to run as Kanebou Saidaiji factory.

During the Second World War, while large factories in Nagoya and Osaka become
struck, it remained undamaged and became a leading factory supporting the
Japanese cotton yarn production after the war.

In 1977, the cotton spinning business group was split from the main branch of
. Kanebou and was found as Kaneboumenshi (“Menshi” means cotton in Japanese).
'{&\ Afterwards, the factory was closed down in 1994, but in 2009 the National Urban
.L Greenery Fair was held at the remained site.
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